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Facing the Rdure
By Dr. Al Sanders
Appearing in a recent "Peanuts" cartoon was a modem-day parable aptly desribing the
crisis of the hour in which we live. Snoopy, the intrepid beagle comments to his
friend the yellow bird, "You know, I used to try to take each day as it came. That
is, I would live one day at a time. My philosophy, however, has changed! Now I'm
down to half a day at a time." The strength we so often need to face various crises
confronting us today may be as elusive as Snoopy discovered. For some, it may be
even worse than a dog's life!
The Secretary of the Interior, Rogers C. B. Morton, recently announced to the press,
"We Americans are now going to have to differentiate between what we think are
necessities and what are really luxuries. We are going to have to be content with
our absolute needs, and even at that relinquish some of them as well." He went on to
conclude, "There is no doubt but that the energy crisis will definitely affect every
one of us."
Grasping the energy crisis for what it is, the question naturally comes, how does the
Olristian face the future? To get right down to it, there are three basic worries of
life. They can perhaps be rather oversimplified in the categories of health,
security and the future, as far as death is concerned.
In speaking to His disciples, the Lord Jesus told them, "Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body, what ye shall put
on" (Matthew 6 :25). A few verses later the exhortation and promise is given, "But
seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be
added lll1to you" (v. 33).
David expressed it when he testified straight-forwardly, "I have been young and now am
old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." Listen,
mark it well: God isn't going to let you down!
One very simple prescription for this study is, "But my God shall supply all your
need, according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19). This
first word, ''But," clearly shows there's something which has to be done before the
basic promise can be realized. In the case of the Philippian church, these dedicated
saints realized the desperate situation facing the apostle Paul. When he wrote to
his friends at Philippi he was in a Roman prison, being kept there because of his
faith in Jesus Christ. Apparently most everyone else, even those professing
Christians, had forsaken him. And when the Philippian believers, who incidentally
were not an overly wealthy group, learned of Paul's plight, they immediately interceded for him before the throne of grace. These earnest people literally put "feet
to their prayers." They gathered a very generous offering which was sent to the
apostle in his time of need. Because of their liberality, doubtless some were
wondering how their own needs would be met. We can never outgi ve God. When you give

to Him with a pure motive of love, His liberality is showered upon you.
The second word is a beautiful pronoun. It describes the testimony Paul has in his
own heart. Here we find Paul personally affirming his faith in the Lord, even as
David did in the long ago when he declared, "The Lord is my shepherd." You .can't
say "my God," or "my shepherd" unless you have first had apersonal encollllter with
the Saviour. Can you say from a heart of faith and trust, "my God."
Then notice what the word is in the third place: God. It's not, "my riches," "my
strength," or "my ab i 1i ty." And it' s a good thing;-too. In a coming day your
riches might well be totally devalued. In a pressured hour facing you, your
strength may begin to wain. And as far as your abilities are concenied, someone
yollllger and more adept at new trends could easily replace you. The promise God has
given to us is directly from Himself.
The fourth word is equally interesting. It's in the future tense, and important to
note. "But my God shall supply all your need." Isn't it a fact that all of our
worries and anxieties are in the future? The text isn't telling us, "But my God
'has' supplied all your needs," al though that certainly would be true. Nor is it
even in the present tense, ''My God 'is' supplying all your need," although that's
definitely true, too. And certainly1t' s not a case of hoped fulfillment, "My
God 'may' supply all your need." That would leave a definite question in our minds.
The promise is gloriously inescapable. There's a very definite aspect; it's
something we can most assuredly collllt on.
Follow the prescription the Lord has given, "But my God shall sup~ly." That
literally means to be filled to running over as we appropriate an receive. It can
sometimes be translated, "to fill full" or "to fulfill." Either way is correct.
The Lord wants to do both on our behalf. He wants to fulfill our need as well as
to fill full our lives. He will funiish or equip whatever is lacking. We have to
accept the promise.
Notice the next word. It's only three letters, but how potent! "My God shall supply
all your need." It would have been an encouragement even if Paul had testified
SOrriething like, "My God will supply 'most' of your need." But this is so inclusive.
There is nothing left out; there's nothing we could possibly lack. This means all
of our needs--physically, spiritually, mentally, morally and even financially.
Moses was told by God he was to stand before Pharaoh telling the monarch to let the
children of Israel go from their bondage. They were to worship Him in their own
land. Moses, from a hwnan standpoint, was frightened. He knew Pharaoh well. He
had grown up in the imperial palace. He realized the steTilness and even ruthlessness of the Egyptian leader. So Moses' first question to God, ''When Pharaoh asks,
'Who sent you?' , how will I answer him?" The Lord responded in a most beautiful
manner. We, too, can take tremendous comfort in it. The Lord replied, "Just tell
him, 'I AM' sent ire." Now, admittedly, I don't know a great deal about English.
It's often occurred to ire, however, that this name, "I AM," is really not complete.
I am what? And that, my friend, is the beautiful part of it. God's name, "I AM,"
is really His perfect blank check. All you have to do is to fill in the specific
need. Are you tired? Then you can tuni to the One who said, "I am strength." Are
you lonely? Then you can tum to the One who said, "I will never leave you, nor
forsake you." Are thoughts of guilt for some past behavior or sin clouding your
mind? Then you can tuni to the One who affirmed through John, "If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness." Whatever the backgrolllld, whatever the need, God will provide.
He is the etenial "I AM." His mercy and His grace will never allow us to be cast
aside.
I'm impressed in Philippians 4:19 with the fact that the apostle is affirming, "My
2

God shall supply all your need~· "
Too often we seem to have the idea that the
promises of our heaveruy-pather can only be fully realized by those who are as it
were, in sort of the upper echelon of Christian service. While it's true that there
are certain promises to be claimed only by those who are most worthy in Olristian
service, yet this verse has absolutely no limitations. Notice this isn't "My God
shall supply 'all the pastor's need,' or the 'Sllllday school teacher's need' or
'the Christian worker's need.'" This is for you, individually, no matter what your
circumstances may be and no matter how long you've been a Christian.
What's your need in the energy crisis? Is it for security? Is it a concern about
the future? Is it perhaps your health; your job; family problems; wayward children?
Then, try this promise and you'll discover how to prove the goodness of God in your
own life.
While the next word in this verse, Philippians 4:19, has only four letters, it
carries a tremendous meaning. Look at this term "need." You see, we read, "But my
God shall supply ••• (not all your desires, but rather) your need." The problem is
our needs don't always coincide with our desires. As a matter of fact, we don't
really know sometimes what we actually do need. This is true, for instance, in our
prayer life. That is why the Holy Spirit has to intercede for us. And as the
Secretary of the Interior, Rogers C. B. Morton, pointed out at the start of the
current energy crisis, ''We Americans are going to have to realize that there can be
a vast difference between our desires and our needs. We're going to have to settle,
in many instances, for the latter."
The Lord Jesus rightly pointed out, "A man's life consists not in the ablildance of
things which he possesses." It's most tmfortunate that in our society we seem to
have the mistaken feeling that the whole name of the game is to keep up with the
proverbial Joneses. We fail to realize rather that we should live lives fully
measured and expressed in the truth of God's Word.
Note the interesting coupling here too. It is my "need," but His "riches." The
word need is in the singular, while riches is in the plural. There's so little I
really need compared to the riches w1 th which God can ablllldantly supply. How will
this all come about, someone wants to know. Very simply, my needs are supplied
according to God's riches. With this being true, what worry is there when it comes
to the future? It's not that God is going to furnish our needs "out of" His riches,
but rather "according to" His riches. Suppose you could get to a millionaire and
ask him for money for some specific cause in which you're interested. He might dig
into his pockets and pull out a hundred dollar bill from a roll of greenbacks. That
would certainly be most generous. He would be "giving out of" his riches. Later
you might go to another very wealthy man for help on your project. Hearing your
plea, he would be so touched that he would turn over his checkbook to you and
simply suggest, ''You write out whatever amount you need. Just help yourself." You
see, the first man gave out of his riches but the second gave "according to" his
riches. There's an obvious vast difference. And this is exactly the way the Lord
deals with us. He wants to do more than we could ever ask or think.
There are several other words, three to be exact, which cannot be overlooked. The
first is a very small one, and it rhymes with the second word of the verse. Every
promise, as we said, is coupled with a requirement. The first word is !!1l_ and the
last word is Qy_. My signifies possession; by signifies fulfillment. Tlils is
basically the---izey.~Christ Jesus is the One---who holds the answer. It's impossible
to find our needs met in this energy crisis, or at any other time of life, apart
from our Lord.
Interestingly, our Saviour's name is used more than 40 different times in these four
chapters of Philippians, which means about every two or three verses. How often do
3

you use His name to meet your needs in the various crises of life?
Many years ago, when our country was in its first years of history, a starving,
aged Indian wandered into a settlement. He begged for food, almost fainting as he
staggered through the gates of the fort. It was obvious he had had nothing . to eat
for days. He was nearly dead. The people took pity on him. Since he was almost
exhausted, they put him to bed, trying to feed him very lightly at the start.
Someone noticed what appeared to be a faded greasy ribbon about his neck. One of
the early settlers had an idea what it was. He had seen something like it before.
So the Indian explained that it was nothing more than sort of a good luck charm he
wore. He observed that it had done him no good either, but when the ribbon was
llllfolded it tuTiled out to be a piece of dirty parchment. Those standing nearby
were amazed to see that the folded up document was signed by none other than George
Washington. The decree provided this Indian a pension for the rest of his life.
All he had to do was show it to the authorities which he had never done.
Philippians 4: 19 is far more than just a faded greasy dirty parchment. And yet to
many it's nothing more than a good luck charm. Its truth has never been applied,
although the document is signed in blood by the person of the Lord Jesus 01.rist.
Whatever your ~eed is amid the energy crisis, the Saviour wants to meet it.

VIL. San.deM ,,{_;., Ho.6t and Exe.c.u,Uve.
P!Loduc.efL ofi the. Vay ofi V,{_)., c.ove.!Ly
telev,{_;.,,fon. p!LogfLam.
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Communication
By Ernie Peirson
Have you ever stopped to think in our quest for ecology balance that human corrnntmications can become polluted? Much of what is known as conversation actually does
not accomplish its intended goals. In studying I Samuel 3, I realized God had a
similar problem. The people He loved wouldn't listen to Hirn. Too often this happens
in our relationship to Hirn as well.
In studying Bible characters we should remember those mentioned in Scripture are men
and women similar to us. 'They were ordinary folks with problems, conflicts, tensions
and pressures. They had feet of clay and had to face temptation.
Yotmg Samuel was ministering before the Lord and was primarily responsible to Eli,
the spiritual leader of his day. We read a very tragic thing about that period of
time, "And the word of the Lord was rare in those days" (v. 1). God was not
corrnnunicating with His people. You can be sure, too, that this wasn't the Lord's
desire. The children of Israel had refused to listen. One of the primary problems
was that Eli was not corrnnunicating with God. This is tragic for anyone, but
especially in the life of a so-called spiritual leader. 'This is why Samuel was
ministering for the Lord before Eli.
On one occasion Eli was resting at the end of the day. ·I n the same dwelling, Samuel,
as a faithful youth, probably had a small cubicle so he would be handy to the work.
It was evening, after everyone had gone to bed when the Lord called Samuel. The
dedicated young man responded, "Here am I." Naturally, he thought Eli was calling
him and so he hurried to see what was needed. Aroused from sleep, Eli told him to go
back to bed. Not long afterward Samuel again heard his name called. Again he rushed
to Eli to see what was needed, and obediently returned to bed when told he had not
been called. 'Ihe third time Eli began to realize there was an issue of great
importance taking place. It took three times for the Lord to call before Eli, the
designated spiritual leader realized perhaps God was trying to say something.
On the third occurrence Eli told Sarnue 1, "Go, lie down: and it shall be, IF he call
thee ••• "(v. 9). That is also a sad corrunentary. Eli realized that perhaps the Lord
was trying to say something. Yet, because of his lack of spiritual stability, he
didn't say, "When He calls you," but rather, "IF He calls you."
'Ihe fourth time Samuel was called he was ready to listen. The Lord chose to contact
him directly, by-passing the authorized spiritual leader who had been inadequate.
He selected a lad who was willing and obedient. It is lll1fortunate that some today
who are marked as our spiritual leaders aren't really corrnnunicating with God.
a result of his earnest purpose, Samuel was told by the Lord, "Behold, I will do a
thing in Israel, at which both the ears of everyone that heareth it shall tingle"
(v. ll). What glorious news after the youth had affirmed, "Speak; for thy servant

As
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heareth." Too often we're not willing to listen. We're so anxious to tell the
Lord things that we are not silent so He can talk to us. Good commllllication always
is a "two way street." Let's practice the exhortation, "Be still, and know that
I am God."
1he burden God placed upon Samuel could have been a real pressure in experience.
He was given a very difficult kind of ministry. His first assignment was to tell
the message to the one with whom he worked, "Eli, you are going to die." What a
responsibility for anyone, much less a yollllg man. God knew how capable he was.
Through the power of His Holy Spirit He will accomplish His eternal purposes
through us as well.
Eli was told that his sons were going to die too. The simple reason was all of them
had not been open to conmn.micating with the Lord. This makes me ask, as a father,
if I have instructed my children properly. Let's make certain we are faithful to
the Word of God by example and teaching.
On the positive side we read the encouraging words, "And Samuel grew, and the Lord
was with him, and let none of his words fall to the ground'' (v. 19) • This yollllg
man became a great witness for God. He knew the importance of proper commllllication
with the Almighty.
Remember, not all conversation is commllllication.
but also to listen.

Be very careful not only to speak

ffil\1MUN I CATE LOVE

One of the greatest needs in our relationship with others is to be able to commllllicate love properly. In I John 4 :9-11 we read, "In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through Hirn. Herein is love, not that we love God, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we
ought also to love one another." Down at verse 19 there is the explanation, "We
love Hirn, because He first loved us." Correctly it should read, ''We love, because
He first loved us." This gives us a greater concept and outreach.
There is an interesting word in this section. It is "propitiation." None of us
could really fulfill this requirement. It is beyond anyone of us to stand in someone else's stead for redemption. Notice verse ll, "If God so loved us, we ought
also to love one another." We were not originally willing to respond to His love.
We should be willing, for Jesus' sake, to love others even though they choose not
to respond. 'Ibis is a heavy kind of responsibility. 'Ibis is what real love is all
about. It is no hard thing to love someone who loves us in return. Perhaps you
find that your husband, wife or children don't love you in kind. The message from
Scripture is to continue to love them! Remember, Christ never gave up on you before your acceptance of His salvation. Our challenge as believers is to love even
as Jesus loves. 'Ibe life you live, and the love you show, will indeed be
comnrunication of great importance.
The most important structure in the Lord's economy is the family llllit. The
challenge of commllllicating in this area is tremendous. Wives, you may have unsaved
husbands. How can you win them to Christ? 1he first thing, of course, is to stop
any "nagging" about the situation. Love your mate whether he responds or not.
Manifest the love of Jesus Christ in your life. Husbands, apply these same
principles to your life. Parents, evaluate your communication with your children and
young visitors in your home. Apply these basics of loving even though you may not
feel a response. 1his is the way God loved you.
We find no problem loving those who will in turn love us.
6

1his isn't the real test

of our faith. Think about the pattern God has established. Be concerned about the
one in the Christian conmmity to whom you've shown no love. If we are going to enjoy the blessings of the Lord we must abide by the principles He has established in
His Word.
How do you win a person to Jesus Christ? The primary approach is to make certain
you show them evidence of real love. This is a mental attitude which must be depended upon by the Holy Spirit's power to be effective. Do we honestly and
sincerely care about other people? Do we want them to lmow of our concern about
them as an individual? It is certainly more important that they respond to God even
though they don't respond to us. The Saviour gives us the ability to make this
possible. Think about this as one of your basic Christian responsibilities. It
will take a great deal of concern on your part to be involved with the Word and to
be controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
There is a wonderful illustration of good corrrrnunication given in Acts, chapter 3.
It is the account of Peter and John in the healing of the lame man. A tremendous
interpersonal conflict is recorded here. The situations are very comparable to
what is experienced today.
In the first place, it was unusual to have Peter and John, two men of opposite life
styles, so closely related. Their bond was Christian love and commitment. Peter
had a reputation for being impetuous and impulsive while John was quiet and
meditative. John seldom spoke of himself by name in his writings.
Together they went up to the temple at the ninth hour, the time traditionally for
prayer. The man who came to them is not specifically named. We are only told he
was lame. Al though there were many people going into the sanctuary, not all had the
proper attitude of worship. Peter and John became aware of the lame man as an individual in need. He had never lmown the joy of walking on his own legs and feet.
Although he had been placed in front of the throngs going into the temple each day,
none of them apparently showed him any concern.
Seeing Peter and John, the lame man asked them for some financial help. He
evidently wasn't thinking they might perform a spiritual ministry for him. He
wanted a sufficient number of coins to meet his daily requirements. The Spirit of
God showed His servants that here was an opportunity. Peter offered the poor man
something money couldn't buy. He explained, "I do not possess silver or gold, but,
in the name of Jesus Christ, the Nazarene, walk!" The man probably thought, "Not
only aren't they going to give me any money, but now they're making fun of my
crippled condition. Who do they think they are to ridicule me?" Peter attempted
to cornrnllllicate a truth but the infirmed man may have reacted emotionally to what he
could see only on the surface. He didn't llllderstand what was beneath the surface.
Have you ever wondered, where is the beginning of faith? This is a challenge to
each of us as believers as we invest our lives in others. Peter and John gave
themselves totally to the lame man. They conmmicated a new thought and concept to
him. They were concerned about his spiritual condition. The apostles communicated
in the face of pressures, obstacles, and prejudices. Religiously, they had
interrupted their journey into the temple. Socially, they were subject to criticism.
Physically, they invested themselves in this man as he was picked up. Spiritually
they gave themselves to the lame man and became identified with Jesus Christ.
In response, it was a most unusual thing the lame man did. His resultant faith
caused him to respond wholly and completely. He didn't test his legs gently to see
if they worked. His first impulsive act was to jump up and down. You can imagine
his fantastic testimony when he went into the temple, walking llllder his own power,
praising God. Peter and John were totally involved as they manifested a personal
7

faith in God's blessing on the authority they had been given. They were bold rather
than hesitant. This entire encounter should prove to us the importance of proper
communication with those whom the Holy Spirit brings us into ·a personal confrontation.
One of man's basic needs is to feel genuinely appreciated. Even the most courageous ·
of men have felt in their hearts a constant hunger for human empathy and love.
Loneliness can be a most devastating experience.
In the first chapter of Philippians is Paul's personal testimony concerning his loved
ones in Philippi, "I thank my God upon every remembrance of you" (v. 3). In
commending the Philippian believers, Paul affirmed, "Being confident of this very
thing, that he who hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ" (v. 6). He had marked their evident growth and appreciated their development. This confidence was further explained, "Even as it is right for me to
think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my bonds,
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace"
(v. 7). We, too, should emphasize the closeness we feel for one another. Such
communication really strengthens a llllion between individuals or groups.
Because we have an urgent concern for each other we should be led to pray. Note the
testimony from the apostle's great heart of love, "And this I pray, that your love
may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment." This is literally a
chain reaction of coII1l1Rlilicating love and appreciation. The example is set which can
What an impact in such a relationship. It is a great strengthenbe easily followed.
ing factor for the Christian life. Paul knew loneliness. He had a need for people
just as we do. 'Ille love he refers to is based on a clear knowledge and a keen
perception (v. 9).
Sincerity and genuineness are key traits to be evidenced in all that we do. It's
one thing to talk; words are cheap. What's really important is to back up what we
say with action! We are to be men and women of transparent character. We should be
willing to allow for weaknesses and shortcomings in ourselves and in others. Love
must become a practical, everyday experience in our lives if we are to appreciate
people. This is the way the Word of God becomes effective in us.
Take the time now to evaluate your life. How do I commllllicate? Do I do it with
love and appreciation? 'Ihis is what the world is looking for so desperately. You
may be the only one who can give it to thern. Will you let the Holy Spirit guide
you?
EJmie. PeA.Ji6 on ,{.}., Exe.c.uilve. Vi!Le.ct.oJt
of) the. Biola Alumni M-6oclation.
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PHILIPPIANS
By Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson
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Philippia~

Scripture enjoins us to rejoice in a Person, the Lord Jesus Olrist. We can also rejoice in our fellow-believers, who lmow and love the Saviour. How grateful we can
be that God desires to supply our every need (Phil. 4:19).
The Holy Spirit didn't say in Philippians 4:19 that God would supply "most" of our
needs. The Scripture tells us "all" our needs will be met. In this glorious statement we discover the amplitude of God's grace. There isn't an aspect of God's
creation which doesn't stand in need. Jesus spoke about the lilies of the field,
the sparrow that falls to the grolUld, the hairs of our head being numbered (God
doesn't have as much trouble with some of us as with others). This is how minute
His concern is. The shameful part is so many of us are living as if He didn't even
exist. How long has it been since you really thought of the Lord, thanking Hirn for
even having the privilege of drawing your breath? How long has it been since you
thanked God for enough food to eat, and clothes to wear? The Lord doesn't promise
to supply our wants, but rather our needs. There's a vast difference between the
two.
A well lmown Bible teacher told of a man who folUld four yolfilg birds. Every time
they opened their little bills he fed them worms. Not long after that all four died.
Later he had the opportlillity of watching a mother bird feed her little ones. With
remarkable instinct she gave them only what they needed. Our problem is that we
usually want far more than we need. Listen, if economic disaster overtakes, or if
any other calarni ty should strike, we always have the promises of God. Don't be
blind and ignorant of the riches of God's grace as expressed in the sufficiency of
His supply.
The Saviour is the cashier of the bank in heaven. No spiritual note is of any value
apart from His signature in blood. Nothing must be allowed to come between you and
the Lord Jesus. Yes, how wonderful it is to realize that "My God shall supply all
your need, according to His riches in glory by Olrist Jesus."
Recently an individual I lmow gave an interesting lecture on inferiority. A woman
in the back of the room stood up to observe, "Inferiority isn't really my problem.
I'm much more concerned about my pride. I 'rn too impressed with myself!" She made
an excellent point. The Bible issues no warnings at all against inferiority.
Psychologists and psychiatrists constantly counsel people who feel inferior. Still,
the Holy Spirit never even nentions the subject in Scripture. There are, of course,
nunerous references to spiritual pride. We find a great deal of this in Proverbs.
Pride is sin and is hated by the Lord. It causes men to devastatingly fall.
times the word "pride" refers to self-respect, such as, "I 'rn proud to be a
9

Some-

Cliristian," or "I'm proud to be a citizen of the United States." In this sense
of self-respect it is not bad at all. Believers really have good reason to
think well of themselves. It is not because they are worthy in themselves but
because of what God has done for them in spite of their sinful nature. We nrust
make sure that our boasting is in what Jesus Clirist has done for us.
When the Bib le speaks of pride in other cases it has in mind sinful conceit,
self-aggrandizement, and arrogant superiority. Billy Graham points out, "Pride
is that revolting conceit which swaggers before men and struts in the presence
of Almighty God." Proud people can be very subtle in their approach. There may
be bitter corrrrnents made which could make other people feel inferior or guilty.
This very subtle approach asserts our own superiority. For instance, a woman
might say, "I read to my children for at least a half an hour today." That does
not seem like a tremendous statement, but what she may really mean is, "I'm a
better mother than you are. Don't you feel guilty and inferior because you don't
do as llRlch for your children?" Sometimes we may express our pride by becoming
overly critical of others. We may be like the hypothetical man who supposedly
prayed, "Oh God, we thank Thee that we are not like other churches, liberal,
neo-orthodox, compromising, or even as some of the congregations in our own
oovement or denomination. We worship twice on Sunday; we attend the mid-week
service; and some of us even tithe. We know, oh God, that Thou art pleased with
our militant stand for the faith once delivered, and we thank Thee that Thou hast
enabled us to refuse courageously to have fellowship with those people who don't
their i's and cross their t's as we do. We earnestly pray, oh God, that Thou
wilt convict these churches of the error of their ways, and we pray that we might
be an example to them. May they see us separated, uncompromising, orthodox, and
be filled with a longing to be like us." That kind of prayer could only be
obnoxious to God. Yet, hypocritically, this is what many church members subconsciously are saying as is evidenced by remarks they frequently make.
Sometimes pride is expressed by withdrawing from other people. Paul Tournier, the
Swiss psychiatrist, describes this personally in one of his books. He had become
proud because of his brilliant remarks and lectures. So, he decided to stop making
speeches altogether and to withdraw from the speaking circuit. Soon he realized
he was gloating over his self-control and a strong ability to keep quiet. The real
problem had developed into arrogant pride.
Even ministers need to be careful about human pride. When people keep telling them
how good they are, feeding their ego, if a man isn't careful he may start to believe
what is said. Of course, we ought to thank God if we receive a blessing from some
service. To cause another to slip into hypocritical conceit and pride is most
dangerous.
Sometimes we lift our own superiority by a strange tactic of telling everyone how
inferior we are. A person may say, "I'm such a terrible speaker." Then he gloats
while listening to other peopie denying that fact, while he loves every minute of
it. Pride is so very subtle. Pride and inferiority often go together. One who
feels inferior may seek to overcome his feelings by convincing himself and the
world that he is really great. We need a continuing program of culturing the
characteristic of true humility. Only the indwelling presence of God's Holy Spirit
can make such a pathway to victory possible.
Pride is the exact antithesis of humility. Many times we are guilty of parading
our accomplishments with an llllderlying goal that people might praise us. "Look at
my accomplishments," we say to ourselves, and along comes human pride. Frequently
the proud individual only convinces himself of his own importance. He develops
proud illusions about his own importance. Subconsciously, where he really lives,
he may have a gnawing feeling that he can't give up because in the final analysis
he may simply be a "nobody."
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Conceit and pride sometimes come through learning. In this highly competitive
society we are taught to develop the power of positive thinking about ourselves,
letting other people know about our greatness and pushing ourselves ahead. With
all this competition people seem to bluff their way through life. This was not
true of Epaphroditus as is shown in Philippians 4:18. He had genuine humility.
Inunaturity is another reason for pride. Little children are self-centered and
frequently stubborn. They are mostly concerned about their own needs. As they
grow older, most individuals develop a consideration for other people. This is
not always an automatic thing. Some people, no matter what their age might be,
never grow up. Freud called this condition "primary narcissism." Admiring
oneself is not at all pleasant to see in others who put themselves ahead of all
others.
Pride can also be caused by loneliness. In an attempt to be noticed and accepted,
people act very strangely so they will establish contacts which otherwise may never
have existed.
The greatest cause for pride, and from which all others stern, is sin. Scripture
is very clear in its equating of sin with pride. Man, from a natural standpoint, would rebel against the Lord, becoming his own god. Such is wickedness of
the most gross fonn.
Pride affects rren in different ways. The proud person has an increased tendency
to explode in anger. He just simply cannot stand cri ticisrn. He feels this is a
threat to his person. He can't understand how any such criticism could possibly be
justified. The proud individual is prone to become discouraged. He feels unappreciated, unwanted and unhappy. This may even cause a withdrawal from society
in general. A proud person always tries to avoid the pain of criticism by ignoring it as well as the people who offer it. He pretends rather that the criticism
doesn't even exist. The proud person also tries harder to convince other people
of his importance.
All of us dislike being with those who subtly or blatantly display their pride.
We are uncornfortab le in their presence. Those who haven't conquered pride often
realize their unpopularity. Because of this they go through life pretending to
be htunble, but failing to give a very convincing perfonnance. Pride definitely
cuts people off from one another.
Worse than this, pride separates us from the Lord so that we are led to spiritual
disaster. In Proverbs 6 we read of seven things which God hates. The i tern topping
the list is self-conceit and pride. Over and over again this comes through strongly on the pages of the Bible. God resists the proud. He wants His people to be
htunble.
How can we deal with human pride when it comes? First of all, let us ask God to
forgive our sins in this area. How we need to walk softly before the Lord in all
hurnili ty. The cure for pride may sometimes take a long time. We must confess our
sin before the Lord. This is primary to our victory. God wants to forgive and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (I John 1 :9). The Bible reminds us that we
should humble ourselves. James 4:10 and I Peter 5:5-6 give us this positive
message. Our talk rnust not constantly be a matter of boasting about ourselves.
Still, we need to do more than simply talk differently. We rnust also develop
different attitudes toward people as well as life itself. Paul warns everyone not
to think of himself more highly than he ought (Romans 12:3). We, in ourselves,
are little. But God loves us. By sending Jesus Olrist into the world to die for
you and me, He made it possible for us to be His children. We have been given the
privilege of serving and knowing God in a personal way through Olrist. There is
no need for us to feel inferior. But neither is there _any cause to boast. Our
ll

responsibility is to praise the Lord and to enjoy Him forever. We are to serve Him
with all of the skills and responsibilities He has given to each one of us.
The ministry and power of the Holy Spirit, who lives within each born again believer,
makes the realization of our spiritual growth possible. None of us has anything
about which to boast, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It is in the fourth chapter of Philippians that the apostle Paul recounts for us his
own great spiritual desire to be more like the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle says,
"I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me" (v. 13). He also remembers the goodness of the church people at Philippi who connnunicated with him,
ministering to his spiritual necessities while in prison (vs. 14-18). Paul had won
many of these people to Jesus Christ and now they were reciprocating their love to
him by sending encouragement while incarcerated.
In verse 18 we read of their concern, "But I have all, and abound. I am full, having
received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odor of a sweet
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God." Paul makes it clear that he
had received a messenger from the church at Philippi whose name was Epaphroditus.
Who was this man? Apparently he was a layman, mentioned seldom in Scripture, but who
takes his place in the ranks of God's beloved as a loyal messenger of love who
ministered to Paul's spiritual and physical needs.
When Martin Luther was once asked what he regarded as the chief virtue of the Christian life he answered simply, "Hlllllili ty." Questioned finally on the third greatest
virtue, his reply was the same, "Hlllllili ty." The apostle Peter, guided by the Holy
Spirit, wrote "In like manner, ye younger, submit yourselves lillto the elder. Yea;
all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility; for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble" (I Peter 5:5). While humility is
heaven's royal robe it is a garment which few people really care to wear. Yet it is
the garment which all of us must put on if we are going to be acceptable for service
in the sight of God. This was the robe that Epaphroditus wore in Philippians 4. He
was a humble man bereft of human pride who was willing to be a servant to the apostle
Paul and the Philippian people in order that Jesus Christ might be glorified in all
things.
There was no characteristic in the life of Christ more beautiful to behold than
hlllllili ty. His hlllllili ty is revealed to us by two synbols which the Holy Spirit uses.
First is the picture of the lamb, a harmless, helpless, meek and non-resisting animal.
John the Baptist spoke about Jesus in this manner, as did the prophet Isaiah. Second,
the servant aspect of the life of Jesus. "But made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men" (Phil. 2: 7).
In the upper room, Scripture tells us how Christ laid aside His own clothes and
clothed Himself with a towel, the gannent of a servant and a slave. He took a basin
of water and humbled Himself, washing His own disciples' feet.
The word humility comes from the word "humas" (the ground) and signifies the lowly
state of mind that is contrasted with pride and self-esteem. In a sense, humility is
the most peculiar of all the Christian virtues of life. It is like a very tender
and delicate flower which wilts very easily, for just at the time we think we have
attained hlllllility, it is the very moment we have absolutely lost it.
The Lord Jesus gave His own meekness and humility as the reason why we should come to
Him. "Come mto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye
shall find rest lillto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light"
(Matthew 11:28). Hlllllility is not an outward revelation but an inward work of the
Holy Spirit.
It is a glorious thing to recognize that only as God moves in our direction as
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believers can we ever claim His wonderful riches. Paul wrote, "But by the grace of
God I am what I am" (I Car. 15:10). John the Baptist, too, had a very clear concept of our dependency upon the Lord. Speaking to those people who tried to make
him jealous when crowds of people were not flocking to him but to Jesus, he said,
"A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven" (John 3:27). This
strips from man all grounds for boasting about his own innate abilities. There is
no inherent power or goodness in man. Even the very body in which we live is spoken
of as a body of humiliation (Phil. 3:21). Paul speaks of his own glorying in the
cross in Galatians 6: 14, "But God forbid that I should glory, except in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world."
It was Jonathan Edwards, the outstanding minister of colonial days, who bore eloquent
testimony as to the value of this grace of humility. He wrote, "Oh how much
pleasanter is humility than human pride. Oh that God would fill me with exceeding
great humility and that he would evermore keep me from all pride. The pleasures of
humility are really the most refined and inward and exquisite delights in all the
world. Haw hateful is a proud man. How hateful is a worm that lifts itself up with
pride. What a foolish, silly, miserable, blind, deceived poor worm am I when pride
begins to work in my life."
As we give further thought to this matter of humility there are biblical examples of

this virtue to encourage us. Abraham, called the father of the faithful, said,
"Behold now, I have taken upon :rre to speak unto the Lord, who am but dust and ashes"
(Genesis 18: 27). Jacob, we read in Genesis. 32: 10, said, "I am not worthy of the least
of all the :rrercies. • • which thou hast shown llllto thy servant." Gideon was a man
with a deep knowledge of God yet even with that lmowledge he was compelled to cry
out," ••• I am the least in my father's house" (Judges 6:15). Having come face to
face with God we hear Job say, ''Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes" (42:6). In the presence of God, Jeremiah was oveiwhelmed, "Even though I am
a full grown man, I am only a child."
This same truth is re-echoed in the New Testament. Following a revelation of God's
power in healing, Peter said in Acts 3:12, ''Ye men of Israel, why marvel at this? Or
why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made
this man walk?" John the Baptist gives a similar testimony in Luke 3:16, " ••• one
mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to llllloose."
Studying the life of the apostle Paul impresses us with the growing humility he revealed. The greater his knowledge of the Lord, the deeper grew his humility. In the
year 59 A. D. he wrote to the Corinthians, "For I am the least of the apostles, that
am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God"
(I Car. 15:9). In 64 A. D. he wrote to the church at Ephesus, "Unto me, who am less
than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the
Gentiles the llllsearchable riches of Christ" (Ephesians 3: 8). A year later he wrote
to his yollllg friend, Timothy, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief''
(I Timothy 1:15). What a revelation of the working of the Holy Spirit in Paul's life.
Notice the progression: least, less than the least, and finally, chief of all sinners.
What hwnili ty was in his life! He knew that if God was going to do anything through
him it would have to be God who did it. We believe this is what the apostle Peter
meant as he wrote, "But grow in grace and in the knowledge of . our Lord Jesus Christ"
(II Peter 3: 10) • With growth in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus comes growth in
grace, especially the grace of humility.
We are constantly exhorted to be humble. Paul says, "For I say, through the grace
given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man
the measure of faith" (Romans 12:3). The believer in Jesus Christ is to be filled with
deep humility as was Epaphroditus, a hwrble man, used of God in His own way, in order
to glorify Jesus Christ.
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The book of Revelation is for this present hour. There is a special blessing promised to those who read it and to those who hear it. While there is always a blessing
attached to the study of the Word of God, this book has an additional promise added
to it (Rev. 1:3). It will arm us for the conflict to come. The God of eternity,
who knows the end from the beginning, is saying to His own, "I know the thoughts that
I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you
an expected end" (Jer. 29:11). The final results of all sinister tendencies which
we see in the world today, the doom of the world system in which we happen to be
living, and even of the professing church which has so signally failed to live up to
the God-given ideal, and even the judgments that are to fall upon Israel, are all
written in detail in this marvelous book of Revelation.
In many editions of the Bible, the title page of this last book of the Bible contains the words, "The Revelation of Saint John the Divine." This is certainly not
God's title for the book. It is rather given by fallible man. The true name of this
book is f0tmd in the opening phrase, "The Revelation of Jesus Christ." While John
wrote it humanly speaking, its total purpose and subject are to reveal the Saviour
Himself. It is not merely the revelation of a prophetic plan, but rather the revealing of a Person, the Lord Himself. We see Him here as the Messiah of Israel,
the Lord of the Church, and the Judge of the world. We call it the Apocalypse which
in its simplest definition means "the taking off of a covering" or "an unveiling."
God wants us to unwrap the book and study it carefully.
It is unfortunate to hear those who say this book is too vague and obscure. Others
comment it is reserved only for the most profound students and the deepest thinkers.
Such attitudes are completely contradictoiy to the book's very name. This is not a
"mystery" but an unveiling. God has told us that all Scripture is profitable.
Revelation provides a light which illuminates all the rest of the Bible. The Lord's
plan throughout all the ages becomes a clear stream of truth.
Revelation is the perfect pyramid crowning the 66 books of the Bible. Could God the
Father reveal something to Jesus Christ about Himself? This portion of Scripture
provides the answer to one of the great problems of the Gospels. The Lord was not
only perfect God and deity, but He also was perfect humanity. He increased in
wisdom and human stature. He grew day to day in His sinless humanity. In His deity
He knew all things. In His humanity He learned. This explains His statement,
"But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels who are in heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father" (Mark 13:32). In His humanity He had self-limited
Himself. He was obedient in all things, even unto death. Since His resurrection
He's been taken into heaven and seated on the throne of God. He has been given .a
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full revelation of Himself. The Saviour now knows the exact moment when He will
arise from His Father's throne, coming forth to set in motion the events which will
take place on the earth, listed in the book of Revelation. This book is the
commentary of God the Father speaking to the risen Lord Jesus Christ. If the
language is difficult for us to understand, this may be the answer.

A critic once said that he could not believe the book of Revelation because to him
it is unacceptable jibberish. This foolish statement is parallel to I Corinthians
1: 18 which tells us, "The preaching of the cross is to them that perish, foolishness." If we will go to God with yielded hearts, asking Him to cleanse us from
all open fault and secret sin, and to give us understanding, we shall find in the
book of Revelation His Word, clear and true. There will be difficulties, undoubtedly. You can't read any book without some problems. The human mind will
always have certain complexities when facing the infinite Word of God. But
difficulties may safely be left with the Lord for they will never be barriers to
the prayerful, devout study of the dedicated child of God.
There are a number of interpretations to the book of Revelation. The key can be
found in the first three verses of the first chapter. One of the men who has
made an indelible impression upon my Christian ministry in the study of Revelation
has been Dr. Louis T. Talbot. He wrote a commentary on the Book of Revelation
sometime ago which was really meaningful to me. My heart was richly blessed as
the inevitable result.
In this introductory approach we see several indications of time. Verse one
mentions "the things which ITR1S t shortly come to pass," while verse three speaks of
"the time is at hand." Dr. Herman Hoyt of Grace Theological Seminary, Winona
Lake, Indiana has observed, "In answering the question about when these things are
to come to pass and when this prophecy is ·to be fulfilled, you can group almost
every presentation, persuasion, idea, and theory under four different headings.
No matter what, how, or where one may write, when he seeks to interpret the book
of Revelation, he may be placed in one of four general groups of interpretations
concerning the time when these things are to come to pass."
First of all, there is the preterist interpretation. Those who hold to this view
believe that the things we read about here already have been fulfilled some
centuries ago. This group is usually classified under two different headings.
The first are those who are "Neronian." They simply hold that all of these
prophecies were fulfilled in the days of the Roman Emperor Nero who reigned from
A. D. 54 to 68. It was under his rule that Simon Peter, Paul and others of that
era became martyrs for their Christian faith. When Rome burned Nero needed a
culprit upon whom he could lay the blame. He accused these Christians and angry
mobs burned the followers of Christ as torches on the street at night. The second
group of preterists believed that Revelation was fulfilled in ages past during the
days of the Roman Caesar Domitian who reigned from A. D. 81 to 96. They say that
the two beasts in Revelation 13 are Nero and Domitian. Most Roman Catholic
interpreters hold to these opinions. To hold such teaching makes Revelation
simply a commentary on history, a mere literary curiosity and a relic of antiquity.
The second category of interpretation of Revelation is known as historically continuous. The people believe that the book is a panorama of the history of the
Church as well as of the world from the days of the apostles until the end of the
age of grace. They see the history of the world pre-written in all of these
symbols, signs and visions. Those who follow this view were among the great reformers. They saw the destruction of the papacy in the destruction of Babylon in
chapters 17 and 18. They identified different things in the book as being great
historical incidents and events.
The third group is made up of all those who spiritualize the material contained in
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the book of Revelation. Such concepts are sometimes called idealistic. The
representation is not of actual things but rather symbols and metaphors relating to
the great struggle between evil and good. They do not believe this is a prophecy
but only a statement of great moral implications. Of all the theories of interpretation for the book of Revelation, this seems to be the least practical. It is
not proper to spiritualize all biblical truths. We ought to detennine by the context of each passage whether the picture is symbolical or literal. This can
certainly be done when one studies the book of Revelation. There once came to
Charles Haddon Spurgeon a critic who wanted to trip up the great preacher. With
an open Bible in hand the fellow pointed to a Scripture which was very difficult
to tmderstand. He demanded, "Now, tell me what that ireans." Not taken aback,
God's servant, with a twinkle in his eye replied, "Why, sir, I can tell you exactly
what it ireans. It means just exactly what it says." The same is true with this
last book of Scripture. If God didn't mean what He said, why didn't He say what
He meant? This is the Word of God and this is the thing that the Lord has revealed.
I feel sorry for those who go to liberal churches where the minister talks about
everything else but the Bible on Sunday mornings. I'm not interested in getting
my psychology from a minister or my politics from a preacher. When it comes to
church this is the place where the Word of God should be revealed.
The fourth school of interpretation to the book of Revelation is made up of
futurists. This teaching believes that beginning at the fourth chapter a revelation of the conswmnation of the ages is described. There is the description of
the coming of our Lord Jesus, a presentation of Christ as the ruler of the world
and other things which have not yet taken place. Historically and prophetically
we know that they will transpire. We see Him establish His kingdom on the earth.
We behold Him and He binds Satan with an iron chain. Finally, we have a record of
the new heaven and the new earth. undoubtedly the futurist interpretation is the
correct view for the book.
Dr. James Moulton declared correctly, "Most of the things that are written in the
book of Revelation have never really yet been fulfilled." They are still to come
to pass. The book of Revelation speaks of resurrections that are yet to come to
pass. God's people are going to be raised from the dead. We will be given a part
in the Kingdom of Christ and in the glorious New Jerusalem. We will be with Him
at the marriage supper of the Lamb. The wicked dead are going to stand before the
Great White Throne judgment of God from which they will be sent into eteillal
perdition, suffering for those evil things which they have done on the earth as
well as because of their tmbelief regarding Jesus Christ. Some day our beloved
dead in Christ are going to be raised alive in the sight of the Lord to reign with
Him forever. Such events are yet in the future and have not come to pass. Keep
in mind then that everything from chapter four to the end of the book is still to
take place.
Events recorded in the book of Revelation from the fourth chapter on are all seen
as taking place in the future prophetically. Notice verse 19 of chapter one where
John pens, "Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and
the things which shall be hereafter." This is the key that l.llllocks the interpretation of the prophecy. You lmow, there are 66 books in the Bible and every book
has a key verse. Sometimes the key is hanging at the very start of the book which
is_t~e case here.
The things John has just seen, l.lllder the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, are recorded in 1:10-18. The Saviour is seen standing in the midst of the
seven golden lampstands. He is the central object.
Beginning with verse 19 there are "the things which are." These things are recorded in chapters two and three where the professing church is traced throughout
its stay upon the earth from the day of Pentecost tmtil the rapture. The third
division begins with chapter four and continues through 22:5. It is essentially
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the prophetic part of Revelation and is all future.
1here is no question in my mind but that we are getting very close to the corning of
our Lord Jesus Christ for His church. Many feel that historically we are between
Revelation 3:7 and 3:20. Doubtless, we are living in the closing hours of the age
of God's grace which is the New Testament church. The next outstanding event in
store is the translation or the rapture. 1his can take place at any moment. No
unfulfilled prophecy yet remains. Let us not be ignorant concerning the times and
the seasons (I Thess. 5:1-7). Study the Word of God and search the Scriptures.
'Ihere are twelve distinct sections in the book of Revelation. A study . of them will
help in a definite way to better understand the material it contains. The Introduction is 1:1-9. In 1:10-18 we see Christ standing in the midst of the churches.
Chapters two and three show us the church, God's witness on earth. Unfortunately,
we see it growing in its departure from truth and its first love, moving further
and further away from the Lord. Finally, the last of the seven churches, the
Laodiceans, are literally spewed out of Christ's mouth while true believers at
Philadelphia are caught out to meet the Lord in the air. Chapters four and five
show us the saints enthroned and glorified in heaven. A good cross reference is
I 1hess. 4:13-18. In the fifth place, 6:1-8:1 tells us about the seven seals
opened by the Lamb of God who is the only one worthy to remove the seals. Chapter
seven is parenthetical and very important. Chapters eight and nine and 11:15-19
tell us about the seven trumpets which are sounded by the seven angels. In the
seventh place, chapters 12-14 reveal two actors. They are the beast who comes up
out of the sea and the beast who comes up out of the earth. Listed for us are
the seven outstanding results of their activities. Eighth, in chapters 15 and 16
there are the seven bowls or vials of wrath to be poured out upon the earth. Then,
in 17 and 18 we study about the mystical Babylon in her political and ecclesiastical affairs during the closing days of human time. She will be utterly desolated
and destroyed. Chapters 19:1-21:8 tell us about events from the fall of Babylon
until the eteTilal heavens and the eteTilal hell begin. Think of the fact that it
opens with rejoicing in heaven and closes with the terrible picture of eteTilal
misery in the lake of fire. Next is chapter 21:9-22:5. Here we contemplate more
about the Bride of the Lamb, the New Testament Church. They are, of course, together in the millennililll with all of their splendor throughout the ages of
eteTility to come. Finally, we have chapter 22:6-21. In these solemn verses there
are specific warnings, threatenings and encouragements, along with the last prayer
recorded in the Bible.
Although the book of Revelation doesn't mention the word "rapture," it certainly
teaches it. The term from the Latin means "snatching away," or "being caught
away." This will be our experience one of these days. The blessed event to which
we look forward will take place immediately following the close of Revelation 3.
1his is why chapter four on only deals with future events.
Studying the book of Revelation one can see clearly seven chief actors or individuals on the horizon. First of all is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He is
the Lamb of God, slain from the foundation of the world, who is worthy to rule and
to reign because He purchased the church with His own precious blood. Secondly,
there is the Great Dragon, the old serpent, the devil. In his last evil mission,
his gigantic final drive here on the earth, Satan will be supported by two distinguished ministers, the beast and the false prophet described for us in
Revelation 13. Then thirdly, you have another two actors, one being religious and
the other political. In Revelation 13 there are the two beasts. The one is the
antichrist who is another personage. He is going to be the false Messiah. Paul
calls him the man of sin, the son of perdition, the lawless one, the wicked one.
He is referred to as another beast in Revelation 13. Daniel refers to him as the
king with a fierce countenance. Isaiah mentions him in Isaiah 30:33. There is
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the king of the north spoken of in Daniel 11. There is also the king of the
south. We would not forget Gog and Magog. All of these characters seek to ally
with the devil in his last drive against Israel. The Lamb of God, in His utterly
devastating, glorious second coming, will destroy all of God's enemies. This will
be in a final campaign known as the Battle of Armageddon.
Let me again remind you that the only way to lU1derstand the book of Revelation is
to read it carefully and prayerfully. Look to the Holy Spirit to reveal the deep
truth He would have us know. I pray that God will bless and use what is said for
His own honor and glory in the days to come. The book of Revelation is a
tremendously wonderful book, and we want you to study it along with us.
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''What does Ecclesiastes 9:5 actually mean?"

A.
We should illlderstand the framework of the whole book and from what viewpoint it
is written. The basic premise is man's reasoning about life without the benefit of
divine revelation. This is why we read "under the sun" frequently as well as the expressions, "I saw," "I perceived," "I said in my heart." It would be dangerous to
build any doctrine on this book alone. The writer sees only ''vanity of vanities, all
is vanity." This shows emptiness and frustration apart from the full presence of
God's Holy Spirit. The passage you have in mind delcares, "For the living know that
they shall die; but the dead know not anything, neither have they any more a reward;
for the memory of them is forgotten." The first part of this is a correct assumption,
while the latter only indicates the · future as it would appear to a man who doesn't
have any biblical revelation. It is only one man's opinion, according to the way he
sees things. What then is the purpose of Ecclesiastes? God designed it to show how
man, by way of his own thinking, gets into a difficult area of comprehension.
"The Bible says, 'Behold, He cometh with clouds.'
clouds or untold multitudes of the heavenly hosts?"

Q.

Does this refer to weather

A.
It really doesn't mean either one. The passage is in Revelation 1:7. Go back
to Exodus 13: 21 and 22, "And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud,
to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by
day and night." This same cloud hovered over the ark of the covenant during the
wilderness wanderings of the children of Israel. It represented to them the
shekinah glory of God in their midst. In Acts 1 :9, 10 we read, "And, when he had
spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up, and a cloud received him out
of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold two men stood by them in white apparel." What was this cloud? It wasn't some
atmospheric condition you may be sure. Very probably it was the same as the pillar of
cloud the children of Israel saw, representing the glory of God. The people at that
time didn't behold Jesus Christ in all of His glory for He was protected from their
sight by this divine cloud of God's glory. Revelation tells us rightly that Olrist
will be coming in His glory. Human beings won't see Him in His ineffable glory, but
will simply see the cloud through which He comes. He is coming back in His glorified
state with the clouds to protect Him from the view of sinful men.
Q.

"Exactly what do the Jews pray for before the wailing_wall in Jerusalem?"

A.
It is interesting to note that the Jews do not have any expression for "Wailing
Wall." They know it as the Western Wall. This was the enclosure wall which surrounded
the temple. It was not one of the original walls, but a part of the outer protective
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court. The reason they pray there is because this represents all that is left of
the place where in the past God caused His glory to reside in the temple. When
the Orthodox Jew prays, he does so with his whole body, swaying forward and backward. 1he purpose is that all of him may be corrunitted to this wonderful practice
and privilege of prayer. 1hink what a privilege we have when we can come directly
into the presence of God through the great High Priest, our Saviour Jesus Oirist.
These people are praying for many personal requests. Many ask that peace might
be known in the land. Others are still looking for the Messiah to come and bring
final restoration with the rebuilding of the temple.
"If we die before the Rapture, do our spirits come back and go into our
resurrection bodies?"

Q.

A.
The rapture is an event which will take place so quickly that we will not be
conscious of the change. The spirits of the departed saints are now with the Lord
in heaven. The relll1iting will be instantaneous. It is not even at the speed of
light but doubtless even faster than the lll1imagined speed of thought. Regardless
of where our spirits are, they will be here at the time of the resurrection to receive their incorruptible bodies. 1his is also regardless of the state of decomposition of the natural body wherever its remains be, on land or sea. Ours will
be a body fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body (Phil. 3:21). Study such
helpful passages as I Corinthians 15:50-58 and I Thessalonians 4:13-18. You can be
sure that it will be an exciting time, which no human mind at this point can even
begin to fathom.
Q.
"Since Satan is the accuser of the brethren, does he' enter the third heaven
where God is?"

A.
This sinister figure, who is the opposer of God and of all that is good, was
created originally lU1fallen and as one of the grandest creatures of God
(Ezekiel 28). The devil was lifted up with pride and as a result he fell. He is a
supernatural being which in no sense implies deity. Oirist died to redeem men
which is what the devil hates more than anything else in the world (Rev. 12:10).
He is out to accuse believers, even as he did in Old Testament times (Job 1 and 2).
Satan even accused the whole people of Israel (Zech. 3:1). It is important to
note, however, that Satan doesn't have to enter directly into the presence of God
to have access to God's ear. We know here on earth that we can say things to the
Lord. Certainly the devil doesn't reside there. He is the prince of the power of
the air. He, with his cohorts, are in the second heaven.
"Where in the Scripture does it say that the antichrist will appear before the
second coming of our Lord Jesus Oirist? I have been taught that if we are faithful to the end, Oirist will come for us and then the antichrist will appear."

Q.

A.
What you have been taught is not the Scriptural position. Christ's coming has
nothing to do with our being faithful to the end. The basic question is whether or
not we have been born again. The thrilling aspect is the Lord Jesus Oirist being
faithful to us, even though we may be somewhat unfaithful to Him. He will come and
take us to Himself. If your view were true, how faithful would you have to be to
the end in order to have the Lord take you up to be with Him? That would leave us
with a bad case of "spiritual jitters" if we had to be worrying constantly about
how faithful we would have to be. This is why the important thing is to be found
in the body of Oirist, having accepted Him as our personal Saviour. In
II Thessalonians 2:3 ff we find a good description of the antichrist. He is called
the man of sin, the son of perdition, and is the one who opposes God and everything
that pertains to Him. He even sits in the temple of God, pretending himself to be
God. The Holy Spirit will continue to work in the world lll1til believers have been
removed at the rapture. 1hen the antichrist will be revealed. The church may see
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this man of sin on the horizon as he is rising to power. We will certainly not be
here when he gets into his full power. The earth at that time will be at the
threshold of the tribulation. It is at the end of that time the Lord will come
back with His saints to the earth. He will destroy the antichrist and his armies,
as described in Revelation 19. The Saviour will then set up His millennial reign
with a thousand years of peace upon the earth. Jesus Christ, sitting upon the
throne in the temple, will be the rightful possessor of all rule.

Q.

"Can you explain any difference between tithes and offerings (Malachi 3:8)?"

A.
In this passage Malachi is rebuking the formalism which grew after the second
temple was built. It would seem that after the destruction of the first temple and
being admonished by the prophets against hypocrisy, formalism, routine worship, that
the Israelites would have learned.
Notice the word "tithes" in this verse. There is more than one ti the. We read in
~uteronomy and Leviticus that there were tithes for ntunerous things such as grain,
wines, liquid blessings, etc. The tithe is a tenth of that which God has given us-all that we have. Yet the Lord has ablilldantly, beautifully blessed each one of us
and we will want to give in like return. The individual who wants to start with a
tithe should not be dissuaded. Don't stop there though. Continue to give back to
the Lord as He leads you and as you are able.
The Bible does not use words needlessly. If the word "tithes" would have sufficed
for all and God only wanted tithes, He would have used that word only. If He had
wanted offerings, not a specified amount but as much as the Lord has blessed, He
would have used that word alone. Every penny we have is God's. Let us give both
tithes and offerings and as we give -to the Lord's work, He will ablilldantly bless us.
Q.

"Since Jesus Christ ascended into heaven is He now a spirit?"

A.
This question is often asked in one form or another. Jesus Christ ascended
to heaven in His glorified body, His resurrection body. There is no indication
that He shed His resurrection body when He entered into heaven. "For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall change our lowly body, that it may be fashioned like his glorious body,
according to the working by which he is able even to subdue all things unto himselP' (Philippians 3:20, 21). Christ has a glorious body which He received at the
time of His resurrection and which was visible or invisible to human beings, as He
desired. In other words, His body was not subject to physical laws as we know them
today. We will have bodies fashioned like unto His glorious body. The Lord Jesus
Christ in glory now is not a spirit. He is a real being with a resurrection body.
What the nature of that body is is not totally revealed to us now. We could not
comprehend such a description even if given to us for we are limited with our
earthly lillderstanding.
"Could you explain Leviticus 19: 26 which makes reference to the prohibition
against eating anything with blood."

Q.

A.
This is a vital theme. We read in this verse, "Ye shall not eat anything with
the blood; neither shall ye use enchantment, nor observe times." .Another verse
tells us, "Only ye shall not eat the blood; ye shall pour it upon the earth as
water ••• only be sure that thou eat not the blood; for the blood is the life, and
thou mayest not eat the life with the flesh. Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt
pour it upon the earth as water. Thou shalt not eat it, that it may go well with
thee, and with thy children after thee, when thou shalt do that which is right in
the sight of the Lord."
We need to look at the context and the time period surrounding these words of God.
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First, there were the pagans who would take the flesh they had offered to the gods
and eat it oblivious to what the blood signified. Second, and most important,
God wanted to emphasize the tremendous worth and sanctity of blood. The life
principle is very precious and it is through the blood that we find atonement.
Q.

"Do you believe that God intends for Christians today to cast out demons?"

A.
This is such a vital subject today we might review it at length. Remember
first that because God is all-powerful He can do anything. The Lord Jesus Christ
himself cast out demons. Paul also was given this power during the apostolic age
when there were indications of such supernatural powers at work. However, this is
not a norm as we understand the Scripture. It is certainly not a norm for the
Christian experience and life.
Satan is indeed in a program being carried out by his emissaries, trying to duplicate the very things that the Lord Jesus accomplished during His days on earth.
But we do not believe that the casting out of demons is relative for Christians
today. There are exceptions for we know of missionaries on foreign fields who cast
out demons, but this is not what we should be looking for in connection with our
own Christian life. Remember, the Lord could make it possible for all Christians
to cast out demons. In the early church, in apostolic authority, this was done.
Yet in Acts we read the dramatic results of one who took upon himself, without
authorization, the casting out of demons (Acts 19:13-16). The demons knew those
with authority. They knew the authority of Christ and the authority He delegated
to Paul as His apostle.
There was a time when many scoffed at God's Word and its warning of the power of
Satan and his agents. In our day, with the popularity of the occult, demonism and
demon possession, many people recognize that there is a spirit world and that Satan
is active.
Satan's technique for the average Christian is far more subtle than using demons to
possess a person. We need to be aware of the fact that Satan can use some of the
same techniques he has used for years and to be on guard with the Holy Spirit
guiding and directing our lives. We must be led by the power of His Word rather
than simply being susceptible to what Satan has to say.
This is an age of sensationalism and we like the spectacular. Some Christians are
looking for spectacular events, fancying themselves as the individuals who can cast
out demons--perhaps this is "exciting" for them. As a normal practice we believe
this is something to stay clear of. Let us first do what God's Word clearly teaches
as we make sure that our relationship is right with the Lord. Let us be concerned
with handling the basic problems we have, being the witness that God's Word wants
us to be. This is nearly a 100% job for the majority of us! If God does have
special things for some people in peculiar situations let us not attempt to adopt
that as a normal pattern of life for ourselves.
Q.

"Can a person lose his salvation?"

A.
This is a recurring question which seems to plague some believers. Read
John 3:16 afresh and note particularly the words "everlasting life." God does not
promise life LIDtil one has done some act of sin or feels despondent and lacks confidence in his salvation. No, it is everlasting life! It is either eternal or it
is not. You cannot have it both ways. So, even with this familiar passage, you
should have tremendous confidence. Other Scriptures to review are John 10:28-30
and Romans 8:28-30.
Read also Galatians 5:4 noting the entire context of the passage.
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Read your Bible

carefully and connectedly. It is not just enough to read this one verse, "Olrist
is become of no effect illlto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are
fallen from grace." Look at the overall picture. Paul has preached to the
Galatians a message of redeeming grace that God gives all. It is His gift. Yet
there were legalizers who said, "No, no, not quite. You have to add something
yourself." These people were actually putting Oiristians under the law. The
Scripture indicates we are not to be entangled again in that yolk of bondage.
So Paul answers these men by saying that to lailllch out on our own is to lose the
benefit of Oirist's redemption for we lose the liberty that goes along with accepting the truth. The phrase used here, "ye are fallen from grace," does not say
you are unsaved. It would be better paraphrased, "You are fallen from your grace
position." Paul says to the Galatians, "You are no longer living on your grace
privileges and in your grace position. You are living as though Oirist had not
done anything for you. Come alive now, realize what He has done, trust Him continually and completely and He saves you completely."
Hebrews 6:6 is another passage which is difficult for some to understand. It
appears that one cannot be renewed. "Fall away" is the phrase used here. There
are the saved and the unsaved. There are those who come illlder the sound of the
gospel, come to meeting after meeting, and at times have known the pricking of
conscience, the conviction of the Holy Spirit. Yet conviction is certainly not
conversion. Look closely at verse four. Those described in this verse have not
been saved! They are those who were right on the verge with a knowledge of
salvation. How do we lmow? Look at verse nine, "But beloved, we are persuaded
better things of you, (if they were saved, there could be no "better things") and
things that accompany salvation." Those of verse four had gone so far but had
never taken the final, all-important step of receiving Oirist.
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